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Below is a general guide to assist you with transporting animals (particularly cats, who are particularly at-risk to go missing at an airport) in cabin on an airplane.  Please read through all of these steps to get a sense for everything that could be involved in preparing to fly with your pet.  Some of these items, like veterinary care and/or flight arrangements require significant lead time, so it is best to be prepared.  You MUST also check with your specific airline to determine their specific requirements.
STEP ONE:  Vet Care and Vaccinations
· Some airlines require a health certificate for the animal to fly in-cabin (and some airlines may require that the health certificate be dated within a certain number of days of travel.  The health certificate may include an overall health check along with core vaccines.  Vaccinations can take several weeks to complete, and so the sooner you start, the better.  

· Vet care typical for health certificate:
· Overall health check
· Core vaccines (rabies, FVRCP/FeLV for cats, DA2PPC for dogs, etc.)
· Note:  It is best to finish all vaccines at least a few days before flight, so pet(s) have some time to recover before flying.
· Other vet care to consider before flying:
· Check for any health conditions that may mean pet is not healthy enough to travel
· Check for ringworm/mange
· Flea treatment
· Spay/neuter (wait at least a week before flying to allow for recovery time)
· De-wormer
· Other diagnostics like bloodwork, urinalysis, fecalPCR
· If pet(s) are going to a home with existing animals, make sure animals at destination are also fully vaccinated and have had recent checkups.  Also make sure you are prepared for the proper way to introduce animals (i.e., very slowly):  Jackson Galaxy has some great videos on this.
STEP TWO:  Book Your Reservations (Including for Your Pet)
· Confirm your pet can fly in cabin with you on your flight:
· PET RESERVATION:  You must make a pet reservation with your flight reservation, and this typically musty be done at least 48 hours before your flight.  You typically have to call to make a pet reservation, and there is typically an extra fee to bring an animal in-cabin.  Some airlines, like Alaska, will also let you book a second seat, to bring an additional animal in-cabin, if desired.  The information the airline may need for the reservation may include:
· Animal age
· Animal breed
· Animal weight
· IN-CABIN TRANSPORT AVAILABILITY:  In-cabin animal transport is not permitted on all airlines or on all flights, and so you must confirm your specific flight will allow you to bring your animal.  For example, United will not allow animals to fly in cabin to or from Hawaii. 
· SIZE/AGE RESTRICTIONS:  There are usually size/age restrictions for animals to fly in-cabin.  Confirm what your flight’s requirements will be.
· NUMBER OF PETS:  Some airlines limit the number of pets allowed on a flight, depending on the airplane, and so you will need to confirm that your flight still has room for pet reservations.
· SEAT LIMITATIONS:  Some airlines have specific limitations for where you can sit, depending on the kind of airplane you are on.  
· PASSENGER REQUIREMENTS: Some airlines have limitations on which passengers may bring an animal.  For example, most airlines require passengers to be at least 18 years old.
· CARRY-ON LIMITS:  The pet carrier typically counts as your personal item on the plane, and you can have one carry-on.  Any other bags typically must be checked.
STEP THREE:  Get and Prepare Supplies
· You will need:
· A pet carrier that meets your airline’s requirements.  Check your airline’s website.
· Small towel or blanket to cover carrier (covering carrier helps pets feel safer in the carrier).
· Puppy pads:  ones bigger than the bottom of the carrier.
· Unscented pet wipes. We like these:  https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/
well-and-good-hypoallergenic-cat-wipes-count-of-24-3890539
· For dogs:  a strong harness with a leash.
· For cats (or other nimble animals):  two mesh laundry bags, approximately 24” x 24” (large enough to hold one cat), preferably with a zipper.  Something like this:  https://a.co/d/8qpH2xn
· A small bag of dry food and one can of wet food that pet likes, just in case there are flight delays.
· A health certificate (if required by airline; see above).

· Put the following inside the carrier:
· Several (7 – 8) layers of puppy pads in the carrier.
· One mesh laundry bag.

· Put the following things in the front pocket of the carrier:
· Pet wipes (at least 15).
· One mesh laundry bag.
· A small bag of dry food and one can of wet food that pet likes.
· Two copies of the health certificate, dated within time period required by airline.

STEP FOUR:  10 – 12 Hours before Flight
· NO food 10 – 12 hours before the flight is scheduled to leave.  This is fine, they go without food longer when they have surgeries, and this will help prevent a bathroom kerfuffle in transit.
· Water is ok until 2 hours before leaving for the airport.
STEP FIVE:  Preparing to Go to Airport
· On day of travel, make sure pet(s) are not visibly ill; visibly ill pets may be turned away at check-in.
· Before leaving for airport:  give animal a chance to go to the bathroom.  For cats, put cat(s) in litterbox with clay litter and Dr. Elsey’s litter attract to motivate cat(s) to pee/poop before leaving for airport.
· Right before leaving for airport:  
· Cats (and other animals who could easily run away):  put pet inside mesh laundry bag and zip bag (one pet per bag).  Then put pet (still in mesh bag) in carrier.  Yes, this means pet is “double-bagged” within the mesh bag and then within the carrier:  mesh bag prevents pet from being able to run away if pet gets out of carrier.
· Dogs:  Put harness on dog; put dog inside carrier.
STEP SIX:  Leaving for the Airport and Checking In
· With a pet in-cabin your check-in and security process will be more time consuming, and so be sure to allow AMPLE time for these processes.  In general, arrive 1-2 hours earlier than your typical arrival time.  
· With a pet in-cabin you MUST check in with the ticketing counter of your airline.  The lines can be long.
· If traveling with a cat (or similarly nimble animal), do NOT take the pet(s) out of the carrier at ticketing.  The only time you should need to take the cat(s) out of the carrier is when screened at security (more on that below).
STEP SEVEN:  Getting Through Security and On the Flight
· If traveling with a cat (or a similarly nimble animal), INSIST a fully enclosed private screening room.  This will be a lot less stressful for the cat(s) and is added protection against the cat(s) getting loose during the screening process (fully enclosed means walls and door go to the floor: no gaps for pet escapes!).
· If they don’t have a fully enclosed screening room:  Pet(s) are in a mesh laundry bag in the carrier to prevent them from running off when you take them out of the carrier.
· Try not to hold pet(s) against you:  place pet (still in the mesh bag) on a table for screening (if you hold pet, pet could pee on you!)  
· Once done with screening:
· If in a fully enclosed private room with door shut, once you have pet back in carrier with carrier almost fully zipped shut, you can open the mesh bag inside the carrier to let pet out (pet stays inside carrier whole time).  Carrier should then be fully zipped shut before opening doors to the screening room.  
· If not in a fully enclosed private room:  keep pet(s) in mesh laundry bag inside the carrier until you get to a fully enclosed ADA/family/gender neutral bathroom (i.e., a bathroom that is a room all by itself with no stalls) where, with carrier almost fully zipped shut, you can let pet out of the mesh laundry bag (pet stays inside carrier the whole time).  Carrier should then be fully zipped shut before opening doors to the bathroom.  You can also wait until you are on the plane and the plane’s doors are fully closed (plane’s bathroom is best, but always keep pet in the carrier).
· ONLY IF you have major flight delays:  there is dry food in the carrier pocket; only for use if there are major delays because we want to avoid poop (pets are fine to go without food during the flight).
· Keep pet(s) in the carrier for the duration of the flight.
Rare Poop Situation:  
· If you have followed the above steps, then your pet has not eaten for 10-12 hours (this is fine, they go without food longer when they have surgeries).  If your pet does poop or pee inside the carrier, then: 
· If possible, wait until you are in the actual airplane bathroom to clean pet.  
· If pet needs cleaning before getting on the plane, clean pet in a fully enclosed (ADA/family/gender neutral) bathroom as described above.  Some airport toilets have a hole at the base of the toilet that a pet can slip into, and so make sure there is no hole in the wall/floor.  
· To clean the carrier, just pull the top layer of pee pad in carrier & throw pee pad away.  
· You can also use pet wipes from carrier pocket to clean carrier and/or pet if needed.  
· There’s an extra mesh bag in each carrier to transfer pet to if needed.  Pets should remain in their carriers at all times; if they have to be taken out of their carrier (at security, for example), they MUST be in the mesh bag if ever out of their carrier.  
· Please DO NOT put pet under a faucet or an automatic dryer in an airport:  this can startle the pet, cause added stress, and could make it much more difficult to get pet back in the mesh bag and carrier.  
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